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"Formal compliance, substantive dominance" -
Legal Regulatory Blind Spots and Governance
Reconstruction of Data Anonymization in
Platform Enterprises

ARTICLE INFO Abstract

Keywords Data anonymization is regarded as a key institutional tool for balancing data utilization and
Data personal information protection. Article 4 of the Personal Information Protection Law
anonymization excludes anonymized information from the category of "personal information" and grants it a
Formal legal "exemption" status. However, this institutional design has undergone serious distortion
compliance; in practice: platform enterprises evade the legal obligations of notification and consent as well
Algorithmic as security guarantees through technical anonymization, and achieve substantive control over
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dominance massive user data under the guise of "legality", creating a governance paradox of "formal

Residual risk compliance but substantive dominance". This article reveals the structural gap between the
Collaborative technical standards and legal standards of anonymization, analyzes the typical manifestations
governance of platform enterprises using anonymization to implement differentiated pricing, algorithmic

manipulation, and abuse of dominant market position, and dissects the current regulatory blind
spots from three dimensions: the exemption provisions of the Personal Information Protection
Law, the application predicament of the Anti-Monopoly Law, and the deficiencies in the
residual risk assessment mechanism. On this basis, a three-in-one governance reconstruction
plan of technology, system and market is proposed, including establishing a mechanism for
authenticating the effect of anonymization and dynamic risk assessment, introducing scenario-
based practical operation details for anonymization, implementing a mandatory third-party
auditing system and ensuring the right to carry user data. This article advocates breaking the
legal illusion that "anonymization means exemption from liability" and promoting data
governance to move from formal compliance to substantive governance.
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